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Executive Summary 
 

 
   Since its inception in early 2004, FOSEP has hosted over one hundred 

different events targeted to its members, the local academic 
community, policymakers, and the public at large. Each of these 

events fostered communication between the target audience and 
experts in a wide variety of fields about the social, economic, political 

and ethical aspects of a broad range of scientific and technological 
endeavors. 

 
During the 2007-08 academic year, FOSEP continued its commitment 

to increase the dialogue about science and society by holding nearly 
twenty events. We reached new segments of the UW academic 

community by hosting seminars on topics ranging from scientific 

communication to technical science policies. For example, we were 
honored to host Jane Lubchenco, a former president of the AAAS and 

founder of the Leopold Leadership Program, who challenged scientists 
to hone their lay communication skills and take part in policy decisions 

concerning scientific issues such as climate change. We organized a 
public event held at Pacific Science Center called ñSpeaking Science 

2.0ðWays to Engage Citizens and Shape Public Policyò presented by 
journalist Chris Mooney and communication expert Dr. Matthew 

Nisbet. In addition, our members have had face to face discussions 
with a wide variety of policy and ethics experts from within and 

outside of the UW academic community. These experts include: Dr. 
Tom Ackerman, Director of the Joint Institute for the Study of the 

Atmosphere and Ocean (JISAO), who discussed current climate change 
policy; Dr. Nalini Nadkarni, Professor at Evergreen College and founder 

of the Research Ambassador Program, who spoke on the opportunities 

and collaborations formed when scientists take part in outreach; and 
Dr. Peter Mansfield, the founder of Healthy Skepticism Inc., who spoke 

about the ethical issues behind drug promotion. 
 

We appreciate your interest in FOSEP and invite you to read more 
about our exciting year and our vision for the future. 

I very much 

enjoyed my visit 

with you (FOSEP) 

at the University 

of  Washington 

and certainly want 

to encourage such 

initiatives on 

other campuses. 

 

Neal Lane fo rmer 

President of the 

NSF and science 

advisor to 

President Bill 
Clinton  



4 

 

Introduction 
 

We live in an age where scientific research is generating new ideas 
about the world around us so rapidly that our values, views and laws 

are constantly being challenged. The public wants to see the fruits of 
billions of tax dollars spent on research; scientists want the public to 

value and continue to fund exciting new projects. Never has there 
been a better time to strengthen the ties between scientists and the 

public to facilitate effective decision-making about the future. 
Scientists must be able to tease out the answers to complex problems 

and discuss the social implications of new discoveries with both their 
peers and the non-scientific community, especially policymakers. 

 
Five graduate students at the University of Washington originally 

formed the Forum On Science Ethics & Policy (FOSEP) in 2004, with 

the goal of increasing interaction between the academic community 
and the non-scientific members of society, including policymakers. 

FOSEPôs first year had numerous successes, including a profile in 
Nature magazine (September 23rd, 2004) and a large public forum 

entitled ñStem cells: science, policy, and possibilitiesò. This forum was 
widely attended by the public and the academic community and served 

to recruit new graduate student and post-doctoral fellows with similar 
interests in science policy and ethics. In the first year, FOSEP grew to 

a structured organization with more than 25 graduate students 
representing 17 different departments, with most members actively 

participating in planning committees.  
 

As a graduate student and post-doctoral fellow initiative, the Forum 
On Science Ethics & Policy (FOSEP) was originally started to provide a 

communication bridge between the next generation of scientific and 

social science leaders, the public, and policymakers. FOSEP serves as 
a forum for interdisciplinary discussion within the academic community 

while providing a mechanism for graduate students and post-doctoral 
fellows to develop leadership skills and ethics reasoning abilities. 

FOSEP aims to improve the dialogue about science and society, and 
train the next generation of civic scientists. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

There is more to 

life than pipetting, 

and the NIH 

budget will never 

bounce back 

unless we learn 

how to reach the 

public... science 

looks very 

different to the lay 

public than it does 

to us on the front 

lines.  FOSEP is an 

incredibly worthy 

cause, and the 

department is 

grateful for your 

efforts. 

 

Alan Weiner Chair 

of the Department 

of Biochemistry, 
UW 
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Introduction 

 
FOSEP now includes a membership of about 100 students and post-

docs, and includes members from the physical sciences, philosophy 
and communication, in addition to numerous biological science fields. 

About 15 students make up the groupôs core leadership.  
  

Numerous academic seminars provided the university opportunity to 
discuss topics ranging from climate change policy and communication 

to the ethics of drug promotion. FOSEP also continues to hold regular 
discussion groups that help members learn about and analyze science, 

ethics and policy. A tradition of happy hour science fellowship called 
Science Policy at the UW (SPUW) is popular with members and faculty. 

For the fifth year in a row FOSEP members attended the annual 

meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science 
where they presented a poster, identified future speakers and 

networked on behalf of the group. Sustained support from the 
Graduate School, Office of Research, and many departments across 

campus has enabled the FOSEP mission to continue and prosper. 
 

Mission 
 

 
¶ Promote multidisciplinary interaction among scholars in Seattle 

about complex science policy issues. 
¶ Foster the development of scientist-citizens who can participate 

effectively in public discussions about science and society. 
¶ Increase dialogue among scientists, policymakers and the public 

that will help the public make informed public policy decisions, and 

help scientists gain an appreciation for how scientific and non-
scientific knowledge affect public policy. 

¶ Provide leadership opportunities for graduate students and post-
doctoral fellows. 

¶ Provide an online clearinghouse of information for individuals 
interested in science, ethics, and policy. 

 

FOSEP in the News 
 
 

Several FOSEP events and topics were newsworthy in the UW and 
Seattle communities this year.  See the appendix for the full articles.  

 

 
 

 
 

FOSEP serves as 

an innovative 

model for regional 

collaborations 

around science 

communication. 

 

Dr. Matthew 

Nisbet, American 
College  
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Introduction 
 

Letter from the Directors 

 

Welcome and thank you for your interest in FOSEP! 
We would like to take a moment to tell you about our exciting 

organization. This report outlines the important role FOSEP plays in 
the education of its members, the academic community, and the 

general public.  
 

FOSEP members understand that the progress of science can be 
largely irrelevant if the proper social, political, ethical, and economic 

factors are ignored. So we must educate scientists to be savvy beyond 

their own research areas and to be effective in communicating their 
findings and expertise with the public and the policymakers who make 

the large scale decisions that affect all of our lives. We know that 
scientific discovery and technological innovation do not depend on 

political views, so we are deeply committed to maintaining FOSEP as a 
non-partisan/non-advocacy organization.  

 
FOSEP acts as a bridge between the scientific community and the 

public at large through our website and our hosting of a variety of free 
public events.  We are committed to addressing the issues that are 

sometimes controversial including: the interface between science and 
religion; energy policy issues in sustainable development; the 

challenges of emerging technologies like nanoscience; and the 
disparity in disseminating scientific advances, including life-saving 

medicines between rich and poor regions of the world.  

 
This year FOSEP took part in two new collaborations, with Pacific 

Science Center and Science on Tap. In the coming year, we have 
several academic seminars planned, and we are gearing up for another 

big public forum titled ñUS Energy Policy: Science, Economics, and 
Future Outlookò.  

 
We hope to convince you that FOSEP is serving an important function 

in the UW and Seattle communities, and that you will consider 
sponsoring FOSEP or attending one of our many events. The support 

of the campus community is as critical as the participation of our 
members for the future success of FOSEP! 

 
Wishing you the best in the coming year, 

Anne-Marie, Beth, Emily, Maris, Clemens, and Kate 

FOSEP Directors  
 

 

We were hosted 

by a great and 

extremely well 

organized 

graduate student 

organization at 

the University of 

Washington: 

FOSEP, or, the 

Forum on 

Science, Ethics, 

and Policy. 

 

Chris Mooney  

Science Blogger 

and Author of 
Storm World  

http://www.fosep.org/
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Introduction 

 

Our Members 

 

Our membership continued to increase during the 2007-2008 academic 

year.  Interest in FOSEP grows from the increasing desire to discuss 
difficult decisions about science and society. About 100 students and 

postdocs are on our members' mailing list and regularly attend our 
seminars and events. FOSEP added 35 members from 18 departments or 

graduate programs within 10 Colleges and Schools at the UW Seattle and 
Bothell campuses. About one-third of our current FOSEP membership 

consists of biomedical researchers in the School of Medicine. One-third of 
members are scientists in the College of Arts and Sciences and the 

remaining third are from Psychology, Communications, Philosophy, 
Engineering, Education, Policy Studies, Forest Resources and Law. Our 

current non-biomedical scientists are in the departments of Atmospheric 
Sciences, Astronomy, Biology, Chemistry, Earth and Space Sciences, and 

Physics. Last year, most active FOSEP members attended an average of 

seven (~1/3 of the total) FOSEP-sponsored events. Around 20 of our 
active members contributed to at least one FOSEP event. Most of these 

individuals also took on an organizational role for more than one event. 
We are continuing to seek new members from underrepresented 

departments in the fields of Social Sciences and Humanities. While our 
members devote a lot of time and energy to FOSEP, they are also 

devoted to becoming top researchers and educators in their fields. 
Among the active membership in 2007-08 FOSEP includes 

 
Å 3 NSF recipients, 1 NSF 

honorable mention 
Å 1 ARCS fellow 

Å 1 IGERT fellow 
Å 1 National Defense fellow 

Å 1 NASA predoctoral fellow 

Å 1 Graduate School Top 
Scholar 

Å teaching and service 
awards 

Å 3 current and former NIH T32 

appointees 
Å several recipients of prestigious 

scholarships 
Å several recipients of departmental 

research fellowships 

Å 1 Fonds de Recherce training grant  
Å 1 NAS Mirzayan Science Policy 

Fellowship appointee 

 
These are the students that spend anywhere from one hour a month to 

15 hours a week to plan and attend FOSEP events. Membership is open 
to all students and trainees affiliated with the University of Washington, 

the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center or other research and 
training centers in Seattle, but a majority of members must be students 

at the UW in order to maintain our status as a student group. Ninety 
percent of our current members are graduate students. 
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Accomplishments 

 
 

Providing Leadership Opportunities and     

Fostering Citizen Scientists 
 

 
FOSEPôs architecture consists of five leaders and several committees 

headed by the leaders. The committees include the Outreach 
Committee who organizes FOSEPôs public events; the Academic 

Committee who organizes FOSEPôs academic seminars; and the 
Discussion Committee who organizes FOSEPôs discussions whether 

they are related to or independent of the academic seminars. By 

engaging graduate students to participate in these committees, FOSEP 
provides meaningful leadership opportunities.  

 
FOSEP outreach events, academic seminars, and discussions all 

address issues of science ethics and science policy. FOSEP members 
get an opportunity to think about the implications of different types of 

scientific research and discuss how this can inform their own research 
practices. In these ways, FOSEP creates an environment to foster the 

development of citizen scientists.  
 

FOSEP offers a wide range of opportunities for members to take on 
leadership roles. Students and postdoctoral fellows, intrigued by a 

particular project within FOSEP, often join as a committee member 
and rapidly advance to taking a lead in organizing a seminar. Active 

FOSEP leaders not only acquire leadership and event organization 

skills, they interact directly with invited experts during their visit 
building professional bridges between FOSEP citizen-scientists and 

policy makers and other experts.  
 

As in previous years, four FOSEP leaders ï Emily Marshall, Anne-Marie 
Laberge, Andy McMillan, and Kate Stoll ï participated in the annual 

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) meeting 
held in Boston, MA. Anne Marie and Emily presented a poster which 

focused on the academic seminars and discussions hosted by FOSEP.  
 

A. M. Laberge, and E. E. Marshall ñFOSEP: Promoting Dialogue about Science 
Ethics and Policy on a University Campusò 2008 Annual AAAS Meeting , 

Boston, Massachusetts, USA, February 14-18, 2008 
 

link to poster at www.fosep.org 
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Accomplishments 

 

Public Events  
 

 
The Outreach Committeeôs goals are to provide forums for public 

education in the areas of science related issues and policy. This year, 
our committee organized four events. Attendance to the events ranged 

from 50 to 200 people. The audience consisted of UW graduate 

students and other campus community members as well as people 
from the greater Seattle community.  

 
FOSEP sponsored public events includes Science on Tap collaborations 

in which the public is invited to hear about a particular science topic at 
a local pub, or public lectures such as our Speaking Science 2.0 event 

this year where experts spoke on the topic of science communication 
as it relates to policy decisions. In these events, FOSEP bridges a gap 

between scientists and the general public on science policy issues 
providing discussion for both the lay and scientific communities.  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

FOSEP Public event in October 

2007  

Speaking Science 2.0:  
(from left).Chris Mooney, FOSEP 

Co-Director Thomas Robey, 
Matthew Nisbet, PSC President 

and CEO Bryce Seidl.  
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Accomplishments 

 

2007-08 FOSEP Public Events 

Date Title Speaker Sponsor 

September 

24th, 2007 

ñThe Botany of 

Chocolateò 

Dr. Gomez-Beloz 

Department of 
Epidemiology, UW 

Science On Tap 

October 5th, 
2007  

ñSpeaking 
Science 2.0 

Engaging 
Citizens and 

Shaping Public 
Policyò 

Chris Mooney, 
science journalist 

and Dr. Matthew 
Nisbet Professor of 

Communication, 
American 

University 

Pacific Science 
Center and 

Department of 
Communication 

June 2nd, 
2008 

ñOn Science, 
Blogs, and 

Intelligent 
Debatesò 

PZ Meyers, 
blogger of 

Pharyngula 

Northwest 
Writers 

Association and 
Pacific Science 

Center 

July 28th, 

2008 

ñPaying Attention 

to Stress and 

How it Affects 
the Brainò 

Dr. John Medina, 

Bioengineering 

Department, UW 

Science on Tap 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Poster for the Speaking 
Science 2.0 ï Ways to 

Engage Citizens and Shape 
Public Policy event  

October, 2007.  
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Accomplishments 
 

FOSEP Academic Seminars 
 

 
The Academic Outreach Committeeôs primary goals are to raise 

awareness and promote interdisciplinary discussions within the 
academic community on topics relevant to science, ethics and policy; 

and to provide the academic community with information on 
controversial topics while remaining nonbiased. This is accomplished 

by hosting nationally renowned speakers to talk on appropriate topics. 
 

This year, our committee put together five academic seminars. 

Attendance to the seminars ranged from 10 to 100 people, with an 
average of about 30-40 attendees. Seminars were attended by 

undergraduate students, graduate students, faculty, and staff from the 
University of Washington and the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research 

Center. All seminars took place at central locations on the University of 
Washington campus and were advertised broadly to UW departments 

and programs. We are continuing to present seminars on a wide range 
of topics.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

I really support 

the work of  

FOSEP and think 

you put on great 

programs! 

 

Reitha S. Weeks, 

Ph.D. , Resident 

Scientist and 

Program Manager  

Northwest 

Association for 

Biomedical 

Research  

 

Newly designed posters for FOSEPôs 2007-2008 Academic Seminar. 
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Accomplishments 
 

 
2007-08 FOSEP Academic  Seminars 

Date Title Speaker Sponsor 

October 5th, 
2007 

 

ñIndirect Truths: 
Research and Public 

Scholarship in the 
Nation's Capitalò 

Dr. Matthew Nisbet 
professor of 

communication at 
American University 

Department of 
Communication 

 

November 
5th, 2007 

 

ñPoets, Prisoner, and 
Preachers as Partners 

in Science Outreach: 
The Research 

Ambassador Programò 

Dr. Nalini Nadkarni, 
Professor at Evergreen 

College and founder of 
The Research 

Ambassador Program  
 

UW Office of 
Research; 

The Graduate 
School 

April 18th, 

2008 
 

ñScientists' New Social 

Contract with Society: 
Communicating 

Climate Science and 
more.ò 

Dr. Jane Lubchenco 

Former president of 
the AAAS, and 

professor at Oregon 
State University 

UW Office of 

Research; 
The Graduate 

School 

June 3rd 

2008  

ñHow can YOU 

influence the federal 
policy process?ò 

 

Dr. Melanie Roberts 

AAAS Science and 
Technology Fellow for 

Congress 2006-07 and 
NSF 2007-08 

The Cellular and 

Molecular Biology 
Training Grant 

June 16th, 
2008 

ñHealthy skepticism 
about Drug 

Promotion: Ethical 
Issues and Policy 

Recommendationsò 

Dr. Peter Mansfield 
Director of Healthy 

Skepticism Inc., 
Professor University of 

Adelaide, Australia 

Department of 
Medical History 

and Ethics 
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Accomplishments 
 

Seminars usually start with the speakerôs presentation (40-45 
minutes), followed by a question period (20-40 minutes). We plan for 

audience members to have ample time to ask questions and engage in 
a discussion of the topic with the speaker. All of our seminars were 

followed by a scheduled 1-2 hour discussion with FOSEP members. 
This has allowed FOSEP members to discuss the seminar topic further 

with the speaker, and also to have the opportunity to ask the speaker 
general questions about his or her career path and experience in 

dealing with science ethics and policy. These discussions are regularly 
attended by FOSEP members and are also open to other graduate 

students. They are attended on average by 8-20 FOSEP members and 
graduate students. 

 

 

 

Indirect Truths; Research and Public Scholarship in the Nationsô Capital. 
Academic Seminar with Dr. Matthew Nisbet, October 5th, 2008. 
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 Accomplishments 
 

FOSEP Discussions 
 
This year, FOSEP organized twelve discussions. Discussions are usually 
held at the end of the day. Speakers are encouraged to discuss not 

only the topic at hand, but also how and why he or she became 
interested in these issues. It is also an opportunity for graduate 

students and post-doctoral fellows to ask questions and get advice 
about career choices. These discussions last 60-90 minutes. They are 

advertised to all FOSEP members and through the FOSEP mailing list. 

They are usually attended by 8-20 graduate students and post-
doctoral fellows, mostly FOSEP members. 

 
 

2007-08 FOSEP Discussions  
  

Date Title Speaker 

October 5th, 

2007 

ñWhen Science turns 

Political: Tips and Tools 
for Communicating 

Science" 
 

Chris Mooney, science policy 

journalist and blogger. 
Dr. Matthew Nisbet, Professor of 

Communication, American University 

November 
5th, 2007 

 

Discussion following 
seminar entitled:ñPoets, 

Prisoners and Preachers 
as Partners in Science 

Outreach: The Research 
Ambassador Programò 

Dr. Nalini Nadkarni, Professor at the 
Evergreen College, Founder of the 

Research Ambassadors Program 
 

December 
4th, 2007 

 

ñWorking Race: An 
interdisciplinary 

discussion on the 

scientific uses of racial 
and ethnic identities and 

categories" 
 

Joon-Ho Yu, graduate student at the 
Department of Public Health Genetics, 

University of Washington 

February 

21st, 2008 

ñScience Studies: What 

is it and what can it 
teach us?ò  
 

Dr. Alison Wylie, Professor of 

Philosophy, University of Washington  
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Accomplishments 

March 6th, 

2008 

ñParticipation as a Path 

to Reasonableness - 
Participation, 

Preference, and 
Planning: Who shapes 

the visual landscape 
and does it matter?ò  

Dr. Gordon Bradley, Professor at the 

Department of Forest Resources,  
University of Washington 

 

April 18th, 
2008 

Discussion following 
Seminar Entitled 

ñScientists' New Social 
Contract with Society: 

Communicating Climate 

Science and more.ò 

Dr. Jane Lubchenco, former AAAS 
President, Professor of Marine 

Ecology at Oregon State University, 
Founder of Leopold Leadership 

Program 

 

April 22nd, 

2008 

ñCurrent issues and 

challenges in global 
health.ò  

Dr. Matthew Steele, Program for 

Appropriate Technologies in Health 
(PATH) 

 

May 15th, 
2008 

 

ñNational climate 
legislation in the works 

and its potential 
effects.ò 

Dr. Michael Lazarus, Director of the 
Seattle office of the Stockholm 

Environment Institute-US 

May 29th, 

2008 

US Energy Policy and 

Climate Change 
 

Dr. Tom Ackerman, Director of the 

Joint Institute for the Study of 
Atmosphere and Oceans (JISAO) 

June 3rd, 

2008 

Discussion following the 

seminar entitled ñHow 
Can YOU influence the 

federal policy process?ò  

Dr. Melanie Roberts, AAAS Science 

and Technology Policy fellow, 
Congress 2006-07, National Science 

Foundation 2007-08 

June 10th, 

2008 

ñEthics at UWò Dr. Tom Gething, Associate Dean of 

the Graduate School, University of 

Washington  

June 16th, 
2008 

Discussion following 
seminar entitled 

ñHealthy skepticism 
about Drug Promotion: 

Ethical Issues and Policy 
Recommendationsò 

Dr. Peter Mansfield, Director of 
Healthy Skepticism Inc. and 

Professor at Adelaide University, 
Australia  
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Accomplishments 
 

Science Policy at UW (SPUW) 
 
 

 

Last year FOSEP began a tradition of happy hours 
called Science Policy at UW, one which we have 

continued this year. At these gatherings current 
FOSEP members, potential new members, and UW 

faculty can meet to discuss science policy in an 
informal setting. The turnout for SPUW events ranges 

from 10 to 30 people and often serves as a fun 
recruitment activity for new FOSEP members. We 

hope to continue SPUW happy hours in the future. 
 

 

 

 

Act as a clearing house of information 
 

 

 
Front page of www.FOSEP.org 

 

 
In January 2007, FOSEP launched a redesigned version of its website. 

The ñface of FOSEPò was created to improve visitor experience and to 
make website maintenance easier for FOSEP members. The website is 

also friendlier to vision-impaired visitors who use screen readers to 
interpret what is being displayed on a website. 

 
The website is becoming php-based to minimize repetitive maintenance 

by the FOSEP member web-masters. This will insure faster and more 
frequent updates. 
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  Accomplishments 

 

 
FOSEP is continuing to redesign the website to keep pace with the most 

modern technology. In autumn 2008, we will launch a FOSEP wiki which 
will reorganize our news and topics sections to allow FOSEP members to 

dynamically edit our online material and promote easy access to the 
public. 

 

 
 

New wiki pages for FOSEPôs topics pages 

 
Over 10,000 unique visitors came to the FOSEP website since the 

beginning of the year. We have maintained last yearôs 500-800 unique 
visitors every month during the school year and hope to increase that 

average after the wiki release. FOSEPôs main page and topics pages 
receive the most visits. We are continuing to increase FOSEPôs web 

presence by seeking connections with similar organizations.  We also 
plan to add streaming video archives of all of our past events on our 

website. 
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 Expenditures 2007-2008 
 

 

FOSEP Expenditures 2007-2008 
 

Academic seminars (5) *$2,500 

Public forum (0) 0 

Discussion groups for 
FOSEP members (12) 

$300 

Community events 
(Science on Tap, SPUW, 

Speaking Science 2.0) 

$7,000 

Conference travel (4) $3,500 

General expenses $750 

Total $14,050 

*Average expenses for a seminar are $1,200, however this year several of 
our expert speakersô flights and accommodation expenses were shared with 
collaborating departments or the speakers drove to Seattle and did not 

require accommodation. 

 

Thanks to our 2007-08 Sponsors! 
 

 
FOSEP members provide the motivation and ideas to organize events, 

but without sponsors no event would be realized.  We give great 

thanks to the following sponsors!  
 

The Graduate School 
The Office of Research 

School of Arts and Sciences 
Department of Medical History and Ethics 

Graduate Program in Molecular and Cellular Biology 
Molecular and Cellular Biology Training Grant 

Department of Biochemistry 
Department of Communication 

Department of Epidemiology 
College of Forest Resources 

Department of Genome Sciences 
Program on the Environment 
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Future Plans 
 

Future Academic Seminars and Discussions 
 

 
Plans are already underway for 2008-2009. Gifford Pinchot III will be 

joining us in October to talk about sustainable business practices co-
sponsored by the Program on the Environment. In early December we 

will be hosting Robert Eisenstein, Director of the Santa Fe Alliance for 
Science and former NSF board member. He will be speaking about 

science outreach and NSFôs broader impacts criterion. FOSEP is also 

collaborating with the Graduate School to initiate an annual science 
ethics and research integrity seminar to address ethical issues that 

graduate students face in their early careers. 
 

Discussions are already planned for the fall with each of our academic 
seminar speakers. We also anticipate discussions to complement our 

Energy Policy Forum in October perhaps with our expert panelists or 
with UW professors experienced in energy policy and or climate 

change. 
 

Future AAAS Meeting Symposium 
 

 
Several FOSEP leaders have organized a symposium for the AAAS 

meeting entitled ñEncouraging Outreach in Academiaò and have 

identified four excellent panelists willing to participate in the 
discussion; Dr. Neil Lane, former president of the NSF and science 

advisor to Bill Clinton; Dr. Jane Lubchenco, former AAAS president and 
founder of the Leopold Leadership Program, Dr. Nalini Nadkarni, 

founder of the Research Ambassador Program and International 
Canopy Network; and Dr. Robert Eisenstein, former NSF Broader 

Impacts committee member and Director of the Santa Fe Alliance for 
Science. The proposal was not accepted for the 2009 AAAS meeting, 

however we plan to hone the proposal and resubmit for the 2010 
AAAS meeting over the course of this year. FOSEP leaders are also co-

authoring a paper about creating incentives for science outreach in 
academia expected to be completed in the 2008-09 academic year.  
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Future Plans 
 

 Future Public Forum 
 
 

FOSEP will hold another public forum in 2008-2009 to strengthen its 
ties to the local community and continue providing an opportunity for 

the public to attend and participate in discussion around controversial 
topics at the intersection of science and society.  This yearôs public 

forum will be ñUS Energy PolicyðScience, Economics, and Future 
Outlookò to take place on October 16th, in Kane Hall on the UW 

campus. A motivated organizational team is currently planning the 
event, and has several expert panelists already on board to participate 

in this public forum as well as a skilled moderator, Ross Reynolds of 

KUOWôs The Conversation . As this topic is a hot issue in the upcoming 
presidential elections, we expect great interest from the UW and 

Seattle communities.  
 

Collaborations 

FOSEP has enjoyed important collaborations with off campus groups 
interested in science ethics, policy, and communication this year.  
First, FOSEP has teamed up with Science on Tap, a Seattle-based 

science café. The second collaboration was formed with Pacific Science 

Center under their Portal to the Public project, aimed at informal 
science education. FOSEP also joined the Coalition on the Public 

Understanding of Science (COPUS), a national network of 
organizations committed to engaging members of the public in 

discussion of science. Through COPUS, we plan to foster collaborations 
with other local member organizations. FOSEPôs participation in ñThe 

Year of Science 2009ò, a year-long celebration of science led by 
COPUS will allow us to reach new sectors of the Seattle community.  

 
On campus, FOSEP collaborated with the Science Studies Network, 

which brings together faculty and graduate students with interests in 
science studies, such as the history and philosophy of science; cultural 

studies of science; or ethics, equity, and policy issues in science. 
FOSEP was involved in the preparation of the Science Studies Network 

Graduate Student Forum in May 2008, to discuss the development of a 

science studies curriculum at UW. FOSEP was there to represent the 
perspective of science graduate students who are interested in the 

knowledge and skills that science studies can offer them as they 
pursue their training in the sciences. FOSEP intends to continue its 

involvement with the Science Studies Network in the upcoming year.  
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