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Executive Summary

"FOSEP's
tireless
efforts to
connect
science with
the public
should be an
example for
both
students and
faculty at
universities
around the
country.”

-Rick
Shangraw
Vice
President for
Research and
Economic
Affairs for
Arizona State
University
and
Executive
Director of
Decision
Theater at
ASU

Since its inception in early 2004, FOSEP has hosted over fifty different
events targeted to its members, the local academic community,
policymakers, and the public at large. Each of these events brought
the target audience in touch with experts in a wide variety of fields to
communicate with them about the social, economic, political and
ethical aspects of a wide variety of scientific and technological
endeavors.

During the 2006-2007 academic year, FOSEP continued its
commitment to increase the dialogue about science and society by
holding a number of events. We reached new segments of the UW
academic community by hosting seminars on topics ranging from the
public policy surrounding end-of-life care to the debate involving
Internet neutrality. We were honored to host Neal Lane, a former
director of the National Science Foundation and Science Advisor to Bill
Clinton, who issued an impassioned challenge to improve science
education and funding at all levels. Our members have had face-to-
face discussions with a wide variety of policy and ethics experts from
within and outside of the UW academic community. These experts
included: Prof. Christina Surawicz, Professor of Medicine, Assistant
Dean for Faculty Development who spoke about women in academic
science; Dr. Dennis Schatz, Vice President for Education, Pacific
Science Center who spoke about adult oriented science outreach; and
Joana Ramos of Cancer Resources and Advocacy, who spoke about the
ethics of stem cell transplants.

We appreciate your interest in FOSEP and invite you in the pages that
follow to read more about our exciting year and our vision for the
future.



Introduction

"l was
impressed by
the
sophistication
of FOSEP's
mission, but
that this
small group
of graduate
students lets
nothing get
in the way of
their
outreach
efforts.”

-Duncan
Dallas
Founder of
the
international
Cafe
Scientifique

We live in an age where scientific research is generating new ideas
about the world around us so rapidly that our values, views and laws
are constantly being challenged. The public wants to see the fruits of
billions of tax dollars spent over the years on research; scientists want
the public to value and continue to fund exciting new projects. Never
has there been a better time to strengthen the ties between scientists
and the public to facilitate effective decision-making about the future.
Scientists must be able to tease out the answers to complex problems
and discuss the social implications of new discoveries with both their
peers and the non-scientific community, including policymakers.

As a graduate student and post-doctoral fellow initiative, the Forum on
Science Ethics and Policy (FOSEP) was originally started to provide a
communication bridge between the next generation of scientific and
social science leaders, the public and policymakers. FOSEP serves as a
forum for interdisciplinary discussion within the academic community,
and provides a mechanism by which graduate students and post-
doctoral fellows develop leadership skills and ethics reasoning ability.
FOSEP aims to improve the dialogue about science and society, and
train the next generation of civic scientists.

Mission

e Promote multidisciplinary interaction among scholars in Seattle
about complex science policy issues.

e Foster the development of scientist-citizens who can participate
effectively in public discussions about science and society.

e Provide leadership opportunities for graduate students and post-
doctoral fellows.

¢ Increase dialogue among scientists, policymakers and the public.
This dialogue will help the public make informed public policy
decisions and help scientists gain an appreciation for how both
scientific and non-scientific knowledge affect public policy.

e Provide an online clearinghouse of information for individuals
interested in science, ethics, and policy.
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Letter from the Directors

Welcome and thank you for your interest in FOSEP!

We would like to take a moment to tell you about our exciting
organization. We hope that this report will serve to inform you about
the important role FOSEP plays in the education of its members, the
academic community, and the general public.

FOSEP members understand that the progress of science can be
largely irrelevant if other “societal” factors are overlooked. What might
appear to be a promising scientific solution for global warming, AIDS
or the energy crisis will fail to be implemented if the proper social,
political, ethical and economic factors are ignored. In order for the
promise of science to be truly fulfilled we must educate scientists to be
savvy beyond their own research areas and to be effective in
communicating their findings and expertise with the public and the
policymakers who make the large scale decisions that affect all of our
lives.

A core mission of FOSEP is to act as a bridge between the scientific
community and the public at large. We do this through our website
and by hosting a variety of free events that are targeted to the public.
In this role it is sometimes necessary to confront the uncomfortable
issues, most notably in such areas where personal values conflict with
scientific ideas. We are committed to addressing the issues that are
sometimes controversial including: the interface between religion and
science; issues surrounding the origin of life; the ethics of stem cells
and tissue transplantation; energy policy issues in sustainable
development; the challenges of emerging technologies like
nanoscience; and the disparity in disseminating scientific advances,
including life-saving medicines, between rich and poor regions of the
world.

Issues surrounding scientific progress and society are important to all
of us but it is difficult for any of us to be well informed outside of a
narrow range of expertise and personal experience. For this reason
FOSEP is committed to bringing in outside experts to discuss a wide
variety of issues with our members, the UW community and the public
at large. For this same reason we are deeply committed to maintaining
FOSEP as a non-partisan/non-advocacy organization.
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We are looking forward to another exciting year with FOSEP. This year
will be special, as professors Kelly Fryer-Edwards (Medical History and
Ethics) and Malcolm Parks (Communication) have agreed to serve as
our faculty mentors. We have several academic seminars planned, we
are gearing up for another big public forum, and we are looking
forward to working with our recently established partners, Science on
Tap and Pacific Science Center.

We hope that after reading this report that you will agree that FOSEP
is serving an important function in the UW and Seattle community. If
you haven’t done so already, we hope that you will consider joining
FOSEP or attending one of our many events. The participation of our
members and audience is critical for our future success!

Wishing you the best in the coming year.

Anne-Marie, Maris, Beth, and Thomas
FOSEP Directors

Our History

Five graduate students at the University of Washington originally
formed the Forum on Science Ethics and Policy (FOSEP) in January
2004, with the goal of increasing interaction between the academic
community and the non-scientific members of society, including
policymakers. FOSEP’s first year had numerous successes, including a
profile in Nature magazine (September 23, 2004) and a large public
forum entitled “Stem cells: the science, policy, and possibilities.” This
forum was widely attended by the public and the academic community
and served to recruit new graduate student and post-doctoral fellows
with similar interests in science policy and ethics. In the first year,
FOSEP grew to a structured organization with more than 25 graduate
students representing 17 different departments, with most members
actively participating in planning committees. A wide range of events
addressing diverse topics within science policy and science ethics were
made possible through support from the Office of Research and the
Graduate School as well as funding from 16 additional departments.
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FOSEP now includes a membership of about 50 students and post-
docs, and includes members from the physical sciences, philosophy
and communication, in addition to numerous biological science fields.
About 12 students make up the group’s core leadership. 2007 was a
year of transition for FOSEP. Each of the original five directors has
graduated, and a third generation of leaders is being developed.
FOSEP moved its institutional home from the Office of Research to the
Graduate School, and has re-established the necessary fiscal support
structure there. Also, Professors Kelly Fryer-Edwards (Medical History
and Ethics) and Malcolm Parks (Communication) have agreed to serve
as FOSEP’s mentors. This move required some organizational
changes, but FOSEP has emerged as a more sustainable entity.

Numerous academic seminars provided the university opportunity to
discuss topics ranging from the politicization of climate change to the
future of science in the United States. FOSEP also continues to hold
monthly discussion groups that help members learn about and analyze
science, ethics and policy. A new tradition of happy hour science
fellowship called Science Policy at the UW (SPUW) is popular with
members, faculty and the community. For the fourth year in a row
FOSEP members attended the annual meeting of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science where they presented a
poster, identified future speakers and networked on behalf of the
group. Sustained support from the Graduate School, Office of
Research, the Hope Heart Institute and many departments across
campus has enabled the FOSEP mission to continue and prosper.

Awards

FOSEP director Thomas Robey was awarded the 2007 Graduate School
Medal from the University of Washington for his participation in the
University community as a citizen-scholar.

FOSEP co-founder Melanie Roberts was awarded a 2006-07
Congressional Fellowship from the American Association for the
Advancement of Science (AAAS). As a staff member for Senator Jeff
Bingaman (D-NM), Melanie researched, developed, and drafted
legislation concerning energy policy, health issues and scientific
competitiveness. Roberts also received a 2007-2008 AAAS fellowship
to work at the National Science Foundation.
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Outgoing director Jennifer Flexman was awarded a Christine Mirzayan
Science & Technology Policy Graduate Fellowship from the National
Academies of Science. She will be working with the Government-
University-Industry Research Roundtable for 10 weeks on projects to
improve university-industry relations.

Our Members

FOSEP membership has held steady in the 2006-07 academic year.
About 75 students and postdocs are on our members’ mailing lists and
regularly attend our events and seminars. Last year, 35 of these
“active members” contributed in some way to an event and 20
members carry leadership responsibilities of some variety. Our large
membership makes it possible to plan several events through the year.
As of September 2007, members included undergraduate students,
graduate students and post-doctoral fellows, with 85% consisting of
graduate students. Our active members come from 21 departments
and 6 colleges at the University of Washington. Approximately one
third of our members are biomedical researchers, one third are
scientists in the College of Arts and Sciences and the rest are housed
within other departments, including Psychology, Communication,
Philosophy, Engineering, Law and Education. We hope to grow our
membership among from the physical sciences and engineering fields.
For the first time, FOSEP will recruit members from the annual
research assistant orientation student organization fair. Our current
non-biomedical student scientists are from Atmospheric Sciences,
Biology, Astronomy and Earth and Space Sciences, and Physics.

FOSEP members are not only from diverse backgrounds; they are
leaders in their departments and awardees of prestigious grants.
Among the active membership in 2007, there are Fulbright Scholars, 3
ARCS fellows, a Huckabay Scholar, 6 NSF recipients, 7 NIH T32
appointees, a NASA predoctoral fellow, several recipients of
department teaching and service awards, a Graduate School Top
Scholar, the Graduate School Medalist, and a Kirchstein NRSA
recipient. These are the students that spend anywhere from one hour
a month to 15 hours a week (of their free time!) to plan and attend
FOSEP events. Membership is open to all students and trainees
affiliated with the University of Washington, the Fred Hutchinson
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Cancer Research Center or other research and training centers in
Seattle, but a majority of members must be students at the UW in
order to maintain our status as a student group. FOSEP’s vision and
its impact on the University of Washington depend on its members.

2006-07 was another good year because of members’ new ideas and
hard work.



Accomplishments

The non-
political,
education
work of
FOSEP is a
benefit to
the
community.
I am
impressed
with the
variety of
topics your
programs
cover and
the quality
of speakers
you are able
to recruit. |
look forward
to your
future
programs.
Keep up the
great work!

-Reitha S.
Weeks,
Ph.D.
NWARR

Providing Leadership Opportunities

FOSEP has and continues to offer a wide range of opportunities for
both old as well as new members to take on leadership roles.

Students and postdoctoral fellows often join, intrigued by a particular
project within FOSEP, and many of them have rapidly advanced from a
committee member to taking a lead in organizing a seminar.

Similarly to previous years, four FOSEP leaders — Jennifer Flexman,
Anne-Marie Laberge, Maris Lemba and Beth Rowan participated at the
Annual AAAS meeting, held in San Francisco. They presented a poster
which this year focused around the experience of the Community
Outreach Committee:

J. Flexman, M. Lemba, T. Robey. Forum on Science Ethics and Policy:
A New Strategy for Building Partnerships Between the University and
the Community. In 2007 Annual AAAS Meeting, San Francisco,
California, USA, February 15-19, 2007

Speakers Panel following FOSEP member Jessica
Chubak’s presentation in a symposium organized
by member Tom Robey.

National AAAS meeting St. Louis 2006



Accomplishments

Fostering Scientist-citizens

e FOSEP promotes dialogue between faculty and graduate
students in scientific and non-scientific disciplines through its
academic seminars. These seminars are an opportunity for
faculty and graduate students to engage in discussions about
topics of science ethics or science policy.

e FOSEP academic seminars and discussions both address issues
of science ethics and science policy. Graduate students and post-
docs (and FOSEP members in particular) get an opportunity to
think about the implications of different types of scientific
research and discuss how this can inform their own research
practices.

Academic Seminars

The Academic Outreach Committee’s primary goals are (1) to
raise awareness and promote interdisciplinary discussions within the
academic community on topics relevant to science, ethics and policy;
and (2) to provide the academic community with information on
controversial topics while remaining nonbiased. This is accomplished
through bringing in nationally renowned speakers to talk on
appropriate topics.

This year, our committee put together 4 academic seminars.
Attendance to the seminars ranged from 20 to 200 people, with an
average of about 60-70 attendees. Seminars were attended by
undergraduate students, graduate students, faculty, and staff from the
University of Washington and the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research
Center. All seminars took place at central locations on the University of
Washington campus and were advertised broadly to UW departments
and programs. An effort was made this year to present topics outside
of the biological and health sciences, in an attempt to broaden our
membership. We hope to continue to present seminars on a wide
range of topics.
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2006-2007 Academic Outreach Seminars

Date Title Speaker Sponsor
October “From Cruzan to | William Colby Grant from the
18, 2006 Schiavo: What The Cruzan Family Hospice
Have We Attorney, Senior Education
Learned?” Fellow of the National Institute,
Hospice and Palliative | Washington
Care Organization State Hospice
& Palliative
Care
Organization
November | “The Next Two Dr. Neil Lane UW Office of
2, 2006 Decades in Former Director of the | Research;
American National Science The Graduate
Science” Foundation and School
Previous Director of
the White House
Office of Science and
Technology Policy
April 11, “Climate Change: | Dr. Andrew Dessler uw
2007 Do We Know Texas A&M University Department of
Enough to Take Forest
Action?” Resources
The use of
scientific
"uncertainty” in
the policy debate
over climate
change
April 19, The Net Keith Kegley uw
2007 Neutrality VP of Product Department of
Debate: What it Development, Spot Computer
Means for Runner Science

Innovation on
the Internet




Accomplishments

Seminars usually start with the speaker’'s presentation (40-45
minutes), followed by a question period (20-40 minutes). We plan so
that audience members have ample time to ask questions and engage
in a discussion of the topic with the speaker. All of our seminars were
followed by a scheduled 1-2 hour discussion with FOSEP members.
This has allowed FOSEP members to discuss the seminar topic further

University community attendance at an
Academic Seminars sponsored by FOSEP

with the speaker, and
also to have the
opportunity to ask the

speaker general
questions about  his
career path and

experience in dealing
with science ethics and
policy. These
discussions are
regularly attended by
FOSEP members and
are also open to other
graduate students. They
are attended on
average by 8-20 FOSEP
members and/or
graduate students.
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FOSEP Discussions

Date Title Speaker
June 13, "You Did WHAT?": How |Professor Malia Fullerton,
2006 Leaving the Bench Department of Medical History and
Made Me a Better Ethics / Genome Sciences
Scientist
October Discussion following William Colby
18, 2006 seminar entitled: The Cruzan Family Attorney, Senior
“From Cruzan to Fellow of the National Hospice and
Schiavo: What Have Palliative Care Organization
We Learned?”
November |Discussion following Dr. Neil Lane
2, 2006 seminar entitled: “The |Former Director of the National
Next Two Decades in Science Foundation and Previous
American Science” Director of the White House Office of
Science and Technology Policy
November |Communicating Dr. Dennis Schatz
8, 2006 Science to the public Vice President for Education, Pacific
Science Center, Seattle, WA
Co-Director, Washington State
Leadership Assistance for Science
Education Reform (LASER)
November |The Ethics of Joana Ramos, MSW
30, 2006 Transplantation Cancer Resources and Advocacy,
Seattle, WA
March 6, Women in Science Christina Surawicz, M.D.
2007 Professor of Medicine, Assistant

Dean for Faculty Development,
University of Washington School of
Medicine




Accomplishments

April 11,
2007

Discussion following
seminar entitled:
“Climate Change: Do
We Know Enough to
Take Action?”

The use of scientific
"uncertainty” in the
policy debate over
climate change

Dr. Andrew Dessler
Texas A&M University

April 19,
2007

Discussion following
seminar entitled:

The Net Neutrality
Debate: What it Means
for Innovation on the
Internet

Keith Kegley
VP of Product Development, Spot
Runner

a FOSEP discussion group

Adrian Wyard of counterbalance.com directing about career choices.

FOSEP Discussions are
usually held at the end of
the day. Speakers are
encouraged to discuss
not only the topic at
hand, but also how and
why they became
interested in these
iIssues. It IS an
opportunity for graduate
students and post-
doctoral fellows to ask
questions and get advice

These discussions last

60-90 minutes. They are advertised to all FOSEP members and

through the FOSEP

listserv. They are usually attended by 8-20

graduate students and post-doctoral fellows, mostly FOSEP members.




Accomplishments

Act as a clearing house of information

Forum on

Science Ethics Promoting dialogue among scholars, policy experts, and
& Policy the public about the role of science in society
FOSEP

CELTME OurMission § AboutUs J PastEvents | Newsand Topics | For FOSEP Members

Front page of www.FOSEP.org

In January 2007, FOSEP launched a redesigned version of its website.
The new “face of FOSEP” was created to improve visitor experience
and to make website maintenance easier for FOSEP members. The
new site features a unified visual theme and a tabbed menu that
allows visitors to easily navigate through different pages. Unlike its
predecessor, which was designed and maintained using website-
authoring software like Adobe Dreamweaver and Microsoft FrontPage,
the new site is based in XHTML and CSS. The previous version of the
website required the FOSEP member serving as website editor to have
access to the software in order to make changes. By shifting to an all
code-based system, website maintenance no longer depends on being
able to access or purchase software. The new website is also friendlier
to vision-impaired visitors who use screen readers to interpret what is
being displayed on a website.

Nearly 1300 unique visitors came to the FOSEP website in January
after the new site was launched. Since then, the site has been
routinely accessed by 500-800 unique visitors every month. FOSEP’s
main page and topics pages receive the most visits. We are continuing
to increase FOSEP’s web presence by seeking connections with similar
organizations. We also plan to add streaming video archives of all of
our past events on our website.

FOSEP has also benefited from the upgraded Catalyst Tools (web
technologies provided by the University of Washington). FOSEP
members stay in touch using an online discussion board provided by
Catalyst. Communication among members has been greatly improved
by adopting the newest version of this tool known as GoPost, owing to
its enhanced organizational structure and versatility.



Expenditures 2006-2007

FOSEP Expenditures 2006-2007

Academic seminars (4) *$3,700
Public forum (0) 0
Discussion groups for
FOSEP members (7) $475
Community events (Science
on Tap, SPUW) $750
Conference travel (4) $3,520
General expenses $930
$9,375

* One seminar was co-sponsored by two non-UW sponsors who
covered all of the speaker’s travel expenses. Average expenses for a
seminar are $1,200.



Future Plans

Future Academic Seminars

Plans are already underway for 2007-2008. An exciting kick-off event
is scheduled for October 5, 2007. Dr Matthew Nisbet, Professor in the
School of Communication at American University in D.C., is giving a
seminar entitled “Indirect Truths: Research and Public
Scholarship in the Nation's Capital” during the day. During the
evening, Dr Nisbet and Chris Mooney, science blogger, author, and
Washington correspondent for Seed magazine, are giving a talk
entitled “Framing Science: Ways to Engage Citizens and Shape Public
Policy” together at Pacific Science Center. This special event has been
put together by a team of new FOSEP members.

A regular academic seminar is scheduled for November 5, 2007. The
speaker is Nalini Nadkarni, Professor of Environmental Studies at
Evergreen State College and Co-founder and President of the
International Canopy Network, a non-profit organization that fosters
communication among researchers, educators, and conservationists
concerned with forest canopies. Her seminar is entitled “Poets,
Prisoners, and Preachers as Partners in Science Outreach: The
Research Ambassador Program”.

Future FOSEP Discussions

Two discussions are already planned for the Fall: one with Matthew
Nisbet and Chris Mooney on October 5, and one with Nalini Nadkarni
on November 5. These discussions will follow academic seminars.


http://www.evergreen.edu/ican

Future Plans

Future Public Forum

FOSEP will hold another public forum in 2007-2008 to strengthen its
ties to the local community and continue providing an opportunity for
the public to attend and participate in discussion around controversial
topics in the intersection of science and society. This year’s public
forum will be devoted to energy policy, and an organizational team is
currently at the early phase of planning for the event.

Future Collaborations

FOSEP has formed two important collaborations that will provide their
first fruits in 2007-2008. First, FOSEP has teamed up with Science on
Tap, a Seattle-based science cafée, and is holding its first co-sponsored
event on September 24, 2007: The Botany of Chocolate. The event
features Alfredo Gomez-Beloz from UW Department of Epidemiology,
who will give an informal presentation followed by audience discussion.
The second collaboration has been formed with Pacific Science Center
under their Portal to the Public project, aimed at informal science
education.
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MNorthwest AB:.ocletlon for Biomedical Research

100 W. Harrison, North Tower, #430, Seattle, WA 98119

Mr. Thomas Robey
FOSEP Co-Director
MSTP Bioengineering
815 Mercer St., Rm 454
Seattle, WA 98109

July 16, 2006
Dear Tom,

I wish to convey my enthusiasm and support for the work of Forum on Science Ethics
and Policy. The programs planned and sponsored by FOSEP have been a very important
venue for public/community education. | hope that they will continue!

I have attended three events sponsored by FOSEP — the public forums on Stem Cells
(Oct. 2004) and Medicines and Your Health (Nov. 2005) and the Community Discussions
on the topics related to medicines and your health (March 11 & 18, 2006). | found the
large public forums informative but I particularly want to commend FOSEP on the
Community Discussions. The speakers were outstanding and the topics were very
relevant to current issues. | came away with many facts and a greater appreciation for
community views based on the discussions. The format was excellent. | was sorry that
attendance was low because those of us who did attend came away feeling that it was a
very beneficial, interactive event. | encourage FOSEP to plan similar community
discussions in the future.

The non-political, education work of FOSEP is a benefit to the community. | am
impressed with the variety of topics your programs cover and the quality of speakers you
are able to recruit. 1 look forward to your future programs. Keep up the great work!
Sincerely,

Reitha S. Weeks, Ph.D.

NWABR Resident Scientist

206-957-3337 x305
rweeks@nwabr.org
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